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Cries of fowl were hurled from all directions this week at Governor Hickenlooper, perhaps the loudest from his own party.  The Governor’s Budget includes another $570 million in cuts over those proposed by former Governor Ritter – education, parks, state employees – all will suffer.  This round of cuts includes cutting more than two hundred state employees, an area not previously mentioned as being on the chopping block.  

House Bill 11-1053, “Concerning Court Proceedings Initiated To Compel A Minor To Attend School,” underwent major amendment prior to passing out of Committee and referral to the Committee on Judiciary with favorable recommendation.  Just how major?  The entire bill below the enacting clause was stricken and replaced.  


The bill, as amended and passed out of Committee, “. . . modifies current law to require school districts to initiate court proceedings against truant minors or against the parents of such minors in order to compel the attendance of the minor in school only as a last resort.”  (Writer’s emphasis added.)


The legislative declaration of HB 1053 includes these points:  

· The best practice for addressing truancy is a graduated approach that includes early intervention; certain school districts and courts have worked cooperatively to design a continuum of approaches that have demonstrated success in reducing truant behavior; 

· The general assembly further finds that the detention and incarceration of minors who have committed no offense other than truancy from school, confines within the state juvenile justice system minors who have committed no criminal offenses and who may be physically and emotionally unprepared for the stress of this system; and, contributes to the case loads of the courts;  and

· The general assembly further finds that the power of the court to sanction minors for contempt, including sanctions of detention and incarceration, is an inherent power of the court that may not be abrogated by the legislature pursuant to Article III of the state constitution. 

The Fiscal Impact analysis points out that school districts “should only initiate court proceedings after they have attempted other options for addressing truancy that employ best practices and research-based strategies.”  


Courts are authorized “to order, as a sanction after finding a minor in contempt, participation in services for at-risk students.”  

Noteworthy is Colorado Revised Statute 22-33-108 (7)(a), Judicial proceedings, “if a child does not comply with a valid court order, a contempt of court citation may be issued against the child and/or parent.  A finding of contempt may result in sanctions such as “community service to be performed by the child, supervised activities and participation in services for at-risk students and other activities,” to ensure such a child has opportunity to obtain a quality education.  

Sponsors:  Representatives Judy Solano, D-Adams, 866-2918, and Tom Massey, R-Poncha Springs, 866-2747; and Senator Pat Steadman, D-Denver, 866-4861.  

House Bill 11-1029 broadens current law to include offenders subject to sentencing as special offenders.  Under current law, a defendant is a special offender if convicted of selling, distributing, possessing with intent to manufacture any controlled substance, on or around schools, public housing developments, parks and playgrounds.  HB 1029 adds community corrections programs and public libraries to that list of locations.  


Courts are required to sentence individuals convicted of a felony as special offenders to at least a minimum term in the presumptive range for a class 2 felony, but not more than twice the maximum term.  Additionally, courts must impose at least twice the minimum fine set for law for felonies and misdemeanors.  

Impact of the bill on local government is longer incarceration periods in county jails awaiting trial and during trial which is expensive -- $45.00 to $50.00 per day in smaller rural jails to $62.00 to $72.00 for larger Denver-metro area jails.  

Sponsors:  Representative Jeanne Labuda, D-Denver, 866-2966; and Senator Irene Aguilar, D-Denver, 866-4852.  

House Bill 11-1031 concerns the creation of creative districts – arts-oriented business clusters intended to promote local entrepreneurship, with redevelopment a key element to their creation within the state.  


The Fiscal Impact analysis points out that a number of economic development incentives currently exist with the Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade (OEDIT).  


A recently implemented entity (July 2010), the Division of Creative Industries now encompasses the former Council on the Arts, Office of Film, Television and Media, and Art in Public Places.  Key goals of the new division:  

· increase access to funding for creative enterprises;  

· expand professional development; and

· to stimulate support for creative enterprises by local governments.  


Moving the three organizations into the OEDIT greatly expanded the availability of resources and the likelihood of success for obtaining funds, even with stiffer competition.  


Creative Districts could also become a part of historic tourism efforts to further enhance efforts to attract tourists to rural areas of Colorado.  

Amendments made to HB 1031 in Committee:  “A creative district created pursuant to this section shall not be eligible to receive any form of financial incentive that is derived from moneys allocated to the local government limited gaming impact fund created in Section 12-47.1-1601(1)(a) of the Colorado Revised Statutes.”  

Sponsors:  Representative Joe Miklosi, D-Denver, 866-2910; and Senator Joyce Foster, D-Denver, 866-4875.  


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.  
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